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REVIEWS. 


tion of detail, which is often more confusing than helpful. His 
chapter on methods of administration and protection are valuable 
to every operator, while his warning against the dangers to the 
operator himself are timely, though possibly not sufficiently strong. 
This subject is one which should receive special emphasis from every 
author who desires to further the best interests of those he would 
instruct. Medical and surgical diagnosis receive a concise review 
as is fitting in a work primarily devoted to therapy. 

In the description of technique, the author appreciates keenly the 
necessity of developing a more accurate method of dosage, and 
strives to indicate methods by which it can be attained. Progress is 
the characteristic of this method of therapy at the present time, and 
so rapid is this progress that it demands almost quarterly editions 
to keep pace with the advances in technique. More accurate instru¬ 
ments for measuring dose are already at hand, and their character 
and use will doubtless appear in the next edition, as also the varia¬ 
tions in technique, which adapt this therapeutic agent to the various 
manifestations of malignant disease in superficial and deep situa¬ 
tions. The reason why therapeutic action takes place on the oppo¬ 
site side of the surface treated, as the ear or nose, will then be 
explained. 

The chapters on Light, Actinotherapy, Radioactivity, and High- 
frequency Currents are timely, but serve to show that those thera¬ 
peutic agents are inferior to the Roentgen rays, both because they 
are much' slower in action and. because their potency is vastly 
inferior. 

The work, on the whole, leaves little to be desired, though it is 
fair to say that at the present time the best views and latest technique 
can hardly be expected outside of current literature. It is impos¬ 
sible to teach experience in a book, but the author’s aim should be 
to give his readers all the knowledge he can gather that will further 
their search for experience. C. L. L. 


Manual of Physiological and Clinical Chemistry. By Elias 
H. Bartley, B.S., M.D., Ph.G., Professor of Chemistry, Tox¬ 
icology and Pediatrics in the Long Island College Hospital; author 
of Medical and Pharmaceutical Chemistry. Second edition, 
revised and enlarged, with 47 illustrations. Philadelphia: P. 
Blaldston’s Son & Co., 1904. 

This book of 188 pages contains a great many things and many 
more subjects are treated than one would judge from its title. A 
large part of the book is taken up by a description of methods used 
in*clinical chemistry and clinical diagnosis. Many of the methods 



scudder: the treatment of fractures. 


S89 


are given incompletely, or in such a way as to be valueless as a lab¬ 
oratory guide. At times comments are made upon the clinical 
significance of the various findings by the methods, but these ad¬ 
ditions seem to be at random. A number of laboratory experiments 
to bring out the properties of various organic substances are found 
from time to time as one reads the book. Clinical examination of 
the blood is treated in five and one-half pages, and although the 
author apologizes for the section in the preface it is obvious that 
he would have done better to have omitted it. Other subjects of 
slight importance or of questionable clinical application are treated 
at some length. For instance, several pages are devoted to cryoscopy 
of the urine. Milk modification is also discussed. 

The book is without a table of contents, and its arrangement is 
poor. It is difficult to see to what class of readers the book would 
prove of use. G. C. R. 


The Treatment of Fractures: With Notes upon a Few 
Common Dislocations. By Charles Locke Scudder, M.D., 
Surgeon to the Massachusetts General Hospital. Fourth edition, 
thoroughly revised, with 688 illustrations. Philadelphia, New 
York, and London: W. B. Saunders & Co. 

The fact that this book has passed through four editions since it 
first appeared in 1900 is sufficient proof of its worth. In addition to 
some alterations in the text, there has been considerable change and 
improvement made in the illustrations. An entirely new chapter, 
but a brief one, on the subject of Some of the Common Dislocations, 
has been added. This .book certainly presents the subject of the 
treatment of fractures, in a most thorough and complete manner. 

It is to be especially commended upon the clearness of the text and 
the excellence of the illustrations, which enable the reader to under¬ 
stand and practice the various manipulations and dressings described. 

We feel that we must repeat a criticism made of one of the earlier 
editions, and that is that we think the time suggested for active and 
passive movements of the fingers and wrist in fracture about the , 
lower end of the radius is not early enough. We believe that the 
movement of the fingers in these fractures should be commenced 
practically at the first dressing, since, if properly done, there is not 
the slightest danger of displacement of the fragment, and the restora¬ 
tion of function is much more prompt. Another criticism that is of 
minor importance, but which might be mentioned, is that the author 
speaks of the angular splint applied to the front of the upper ex¬ 
tremity as an “internal” angular instead of “anterior” angular. 

Taking it as a whole, this is one of the best works on the treatment 
of fracture? with which we are acquainted, J. H. G, 



